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May we go a step farther and find a correspondence
between the Baal of Tarsus and the husband - god of
Atargatis at Hierapolis-Bambyce ? That husband-god, like
the Baal of Tarsus, was identified by the Greeks with Zeus,
and Lucian tells us that the resemblance of his image to the
images of Zeus was in all respects unmistakable. But his
image, unlike those of Zeus, was seated upon bulls.1 In
point of fact he was probably Hadad, the chief male god
of the Syrians, who appears to have been a god of thundei
and fertility; for at Baalbec in the Lebanon, where the
ruined temple of the Sun is the most imposing monument
bequeathed to the modern world by Greek art in its decline,
his image grasped in his left hand a thunderbolt and ears of
corn,2 and a colossal statue of the deity, found near Zenjirli
in Northern Syria, represents him with a bearded human
head and horns, the emblem of strength and fertility.8 A
similar god of thunder and lightning was worshipped from
early times by the Babylonians and Assyrians; he bore the
similar name of Adad and his emblems appear to have been
a thunderbolt and a bull. On an Assyrian relief his image
is represented as that of a bearded man clad in a short
tunic, wearing a cap with two pairs of horns, and grasping
an axe in his right hand and a thunderbolt in his left His
resemblance to the Hittite god of the thundering sky was
therefore very close. An alternative name for this Baby-
lonian and Assyrian deity was Ramman, an appropriate
1 Lucian, De dea Syria, 31.                  Stmitiqucs? pp. gz sq.    That Hadad
1 Macrobius, Saturn, i. 23. 12 and     was the consort of Atargatis at Hiera-
17-19.    The Greek name of Baalbec     polis-Bambyce  is the   opinion  of P.
was   Heliopolis,    "the   City  of   the     Jensen (HittiterundArmenier, p, 171),
Sun."                                                       who also indicates his character as a
3 G. A. Cooke, Text-book of North-     god both of thunder and of fertility (#.,
Semitic   Inscriptions,   pp.   163,   164.      p.  167).    The view of Prof. J.  Gar-
The statue bears  a  long  inscription,      stang is similar (The Syrian Goddess^
which in the style of its writing belongs     pp. 25 sqg.).    That the name of the
to the archaic type represented by the     chief male god of Hierapolis-Bambyce
Moabite Stone.    The contents of the     was Hadad is rendered almost certain
inscription show that it is earlier than     by coins of the city which were struck
the time of Tiglath-Pileser III. (745-     in the time of Alexander the Great by
727  B.C.).     On  Hadad,  the  Syrian     a priestly Vir>g Abd- Hadad,  whose
thunder-god, see F. Baethgen, Beitrage     name  means   " Servant   of   Hadad."
zur scmitischen Rdigionsgeschiehte, pp.      See B. V.  Head, Historia Numw um
66-68;   C.  P.   Tiele,   Geschichte  der     (Oxford, 1887), p. 654; J. Garstang,
Religion im Altertum^ i. 248 sq. ; M.      The   Syrian   Goddess,   p.    27,   with
J. Lagrange, Etudes sur les Religions     fig. 5.